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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

1^1 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of 
the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

UZ\ 2. Relevance of references 7-8 is discussed in the present specification. 

[X3 3. References 1, 3-6 & 14 were cited in the International Search Report. An English 
language version of the International Search Report is attached for the Examinees 
information. 

[><3 4. In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .98(a)(2)(ii), copies of any U.S. patents and patent 
application publications are not attached. 

^ 5. A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language references 9- 
13 & 15 appears in the Appendix attached hereto. 

EX] 6. English language Abstracts references 9-10 & 12-13 are attached hereto. 

^ 7. A computer-generated English language translation of the following Japanese 
Patent Publication has been obtained from the website of the Japanese Patent Office 
([http://www.jpo.go.jp]), and is attached, but has not been reviewed for accuracy. See 
Reference 7-10 & 12-13 . 

[>3 8. References 2 and 15 correspond to Reference 14. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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JAPAN 
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JAPAN 
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JAPAN 
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06/13/1991 


JAPAN 
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JP-A-2001-1 141 13 w/ abst. & trans. 


04/24/2001 


JAPAN 








13. 


JP-A- 10-045004 w/ abst. & trans. 


02/17/1998 


JAPAN 
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10/09/2002 


EUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE 
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12/18/2002 


JAPAN 
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Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
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APPENDIX 



CONCISE EXPLANATION UNDER RULE 98 

JP-U-6-79690 
JP-Y2-6-45415 

Concise explanations of these documents are given on pages 1 and 2 
of the specification. 

JP-A-2002-137743 

This document discloses an electromagnetic actuator which is 
energized and de-energized to change an impact energy absorbing load. 

JP-7-186974 

This document discloses two energy absorbing plates which are 
spaced apart from each other in lateral direction of vehicle. 

JP-U-3-60156 

This document discloses an energy absorbing plate which is fixed 
one of vehicle body and steering column and which is engageable with the 
other of the vehicle body and steering column. 

JP-A-2001-114113 
JP-A-10-45004 

These documents disclose a pair of energy absorbing plates. 

JP-A-2002-362381 

This document discloses an energy absorbing member whose energy 
absorbing characteristic is electrically controllable. 



